


















 

 

        

 

 

 

To complete this series on the Lotus Farina, we turn our attention to 

the car’s image as a distinctive model in the BMC range – a halo model, 

if you like.  We have given the car an appropriate sporting up market 

look.  The changes are subtle, but they make a definite statement in 

relation to the nature and character of the car.   

The front and rear 

bumpers have been 

raised and slimmed 

down.  The original 

overriders have been 

removed.  The front 

bumper now sits below 

the side indicator lights.  

The rear bumper 

becomes a quarter wrap round arrangement so that it does not foul 



the opening of the rear boot.  The front grill is painted matt black and 

there are air vents below the new front bumper.   

But the most significant change is to the wheels.  The standard wheels 

have been replaced with what are known as ‘Wobbly-Webs.’  These 

wheels were standard equipment in the late 1950’s and 60’s on 

serious competition cars such as Lotus and Cooper, among others.  

These wheels give our Farina a distinctive sporty appearance.  

Although these changes are simple, they set the car apart as a Lotus. 

There are three standard colours – Old English White, Red (as above) 

and British Racing Green.  The white cars have silver wheels, the red 

one has white wheels, and the green car can either have yellow or 

silver wheels.   

This brings our series on the Lotus Farina to an end, and I leave you 

with the questions ‘Could this car be built with what is available 

today?’ 

 

1963 Lotus Farina 

Engine 1499cc Coventry Climax FPF four-cylinder, DOHC, 

two twin-choke Weber 45DCOE9 carburettors Power 

120bhp (de-tuned race unit) Transmission five-speed 

manual MGB [BMC Comp gearbox] Steering Standard A40 

steering box Suspension Front: double wishbones, coil 

spring/damper units, anti-roll bar Rear: IRS, lower 

wishbones with MacPherson struts Brakes Discs all round 

Weight 650kg Performance top speed 120mph, 0-60 

7.5secs 

 

 






