
Tony Kirwan,
from Sydney,
New South Wales,
Australia, is the
proud owner of
a rather unusual
Austin A40 Farina
camper. Here is his
tale.

I OWN a 1960 Austin A40 Far ina
Countryman Mark I camper wagon
and a 1967 A40 Far ina Countryman

Mark 2. Th e Mark I was built at th e
SMe plant In Zetland (a suburb of
Sydn ey) in 1960 and its colour is coral
and foam white . It was subs equently
shipped 10 Wagga Wagga (a counlry
town in New South Wale s) to the local
SMe dealer. Allcars Wagga Wagg a .
It was put on display at th e local
3gricultural show in Wagga Wagga as
part of the car dealer 's display and
then used as a display vehicle in their
showroom .

In January, 196 1. my grandparents traded
In anothe r Austin and bought the Farina. The
only opt ions purchased were a sun visor and
an aftermarket roof rack (goodfer ha.nging
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the walking stick on). Th e Farina led a very
pampered life. living under cover and be ing
se rviced by the book. The o nly mechan ical
pro blem encounte red d uring their ow nership
was the need to put a new set of rings in it at
80,000 miles. because it was using a bit o f oil.

Both my gra ndpa ren ts died in 1993 and
th e A40 was left to me. When r obtained
the Aust in, I used it spar ingly and decided
to join a dub. I joined the Austin A"O Car
Club of Australia, New Sout h Wales bran ch .
The car was used on many dub o utings and
won several awa rd s in the co nco urs section.
including Most Authentic.

I had the privilege of att en ding a BMC­
Leyland Australia He ritage G ro up rcu nlo n in
2000. with the MO used for the display. At
the reun ion. I spo ke to many past empl oyees.
who wo rked at th e BMC Ze tland facto ry,
and IlIaS told that the Farina Co untryman
version was an Australian idea. Th e story,
as ex plained to me, was that when the new
Farina sedan was released in Austra lta, several
sta rfwe re Sitt ing around the tea room.
discussing life and cars in general . and tho ught
that if the wh o le back of th e se da n o pe ned
up. it wo uld be a be tter sa le s pro po sition . I ThIJis how rear SIHr U (old flat.
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The Austin A40 Car Club of Austr alia was
formed in 197/ to preserve. rest ore and
cont inue the use of all Austi n- and BMC -built
cars. with a particular focus on the A40. The
website is www.austina40dub .com.au

Detailsof the A40 club over here in the
UKcan be found at www.a40farinad ub.co.uk
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tell us yo ur st o ry - it can be good , bad .
sa d , happy, ugly or jus t pla in indifferen t ,
provided it has some sort of co nnection
with clas sic light commercial s and
is suita ble for readers of a family
m agazine , we wan t to hear. O ver to you
- Editor.
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IN ONE AUSTIN A40 COUNTRYMAN
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ffood 1"1 f'om "'M Ofh , " MGf Of''' moldr/~ of , '''1w. IO¥f' rlHo ( I"...,~ " .

WilY. without t he awkw ard bumps and
hollows you have to pad in mo st ot her
convers ions."

To ny. it is good of yo u to get in touch
wit h all of t he info a nd p ictures - very
m uch ap pre cia t ed . And before signi ng
off, we ma ke ou r usual plea for you t o

How co me people in advertising Irterature are always slim. handsome and BMC spec sheet for the A40 .
smiling?

Th is is a pr etty basic camper by any
sta ndar d s. but it 's a camper. non e t heles s,
and a vehicle of some considerabl e
inte re st. Tony sent us cuttings from
"Mo dern Moto r " magazine, da t ing from
1962. with the somewhat clever heading
' 'A-40 Winks " . The tester said that th e
Count ryman campe r was the only stat ion
wag on und er £ 1,000 "that can slee p tw o
six-foo te rs at full st retch wit hout th em
ha ving to dan gle t heir too tsi es out of
an op e n ta ilgate". A rather quaint tu m
or ph ra se . According t o th e t ester, t he
seats could be suita bly folded do wn in
just t hree minutes. He add ed : "No nee d
to car ry a mattress fo r ca mp ing. and
the bed surface is p rac t ica lly level a ll th e

AJ.p.aru wet gelUng hard (0 find InAusrrah.l.

I JOined the A40 Fann .. Club In EnglUld and
found them (0 be .I wealth of IllformatJon
The club websue IS "ery goo d and allow)
us oversea) me mbers ( 0 Slay 10 (ouch to
ice what I,. gOing on . In 10 I 3. (he car was
duplayed In {he A40 club conc ours secnoo and
was {he overall winner and also judged the

best-presented ,
Th e camper o ption allow s the fro nt and

rear seats to fold flat . provid ing a level
surface for tw o people (0 slee p o n. Th e
Austin IS no w used o n car club o utings ooty.
It runs on unleaded fuel w ith 3 lead additiv e
with no problems at all.

OV RALL W INNERc . 'h iltOI)' g to. , I..~t(he ) WtHc done
and II was sent o ff co England . and the rest I)
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mce owrung the Alison . I h..we repamred
It In I(S on glnal co lours. I have ea rned ou t a
full r build on (he onCln.)1engine . the mrerrcr
ha.. been re .mrnmed and the suspenncn
.snd '1tHrHlg syste ms have been ov rhauled ,
The ~.lrbo ", and ddferermal have not been
touched . other than 011cha nges . and are as
they left the factory In 1960 , The biggest
Improvement was getting rid of the old
crou ·pty ryres and fitting a se t of r.ld.als ,
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A will ing work-horse on a ll jobs

A four-passenger family S a loon

A camping-body Station Waggon

"" ,

Period a dvrrtJd ng leaflet ma kes Inrerest/ng reading.
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