
The clean-cut car t hat th rew away Austin's dumpy
image is pract ical and fun, reckons Malcolm McKay

HillMAN HUSKY
Top spe.d 73mph
0-60mph 30,8 secsMp9 25
Produced/no built
19 55-'66 / <70,000
Price new £575 (1 96 3)
Price no w £950
Ralher frumpyMItlX -derived
workhorse was sold and dependable.
Agreat loadcanier but totally
unsportiog. the Ian few had an ell·
synchromesh geolfboxand anti·roIl bar.
Few are ltoft 00\.... 50 it has llOVE'lty
appealand cancolSJly be madefastCl'
WIth contemporaryparts -bin swaps ,

TRIUMPHHERALO
Top speed 77.5mph
O..60mph 21,3 sees Mpg 30
Producedlno built
1959 -'111548,291
Price new £580 ( 1200 . 196 3)
Price now £900
Italian styl.ngand 'velycobss hid
rattly~ate'chassis construction.
but spaOousestate ophon andlively
performance plus tinyturning ti"cle
scored0Ye'f' Austinand it~ klnger
wit h biggerengine. Keenfollowingand
exceilent spatesavailabiltty makeit a
practical choicenow.
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( ...,Iyurs a, C!' hJlpplut on twisty ,o ads.look for signs of regular mJllnten ance

Being lighter lI1:1n :1.\ lorris j\ linurand lillite lowgeared , even the
(''':lrl)' A-lO should fl't:lquite livelyaroum (Own 3 1111on twisty roads,
though it willSOOIi run out of bren h UII 0llCnmodern roads, Th e
.\ Ikll is much better, bdng hlgher geared, :1111.1I.tiff ratios C2n be
swapped, Qu ite a fewcars ha\'c 11:1I.IIU(xlifiC2tioll_" m'cr the r l.":1ni,
somc I.lonc wcll aT1l.1some not. \Vi tlt t\ ·scries m iming gcaf, mocc
puwer is n.":1dil)' 3\":lib hlc anclit'snatural dut the more plentiful
I ()l)8l"C en!.-ri llc is (,ften dropped into a j\ lkf when thc I1nw· rnrc 9-l8
~ri \'CS up, :1111.1thc lempt;uiol1lo bolt on 3 pair ofSUs from a .\ lil.lget
(\\i th or \\;t hou t ~ 127Scc ent,ri llc) is underst:tlll.lahle.

,\ l idget fmnt 1.1i.'iC brakes C':.1n Ix:adaptcd to fit - p:micub rl)"l.":Isil)"
on .\ lkI15that shacc rhc so1111c

'The earlyA40 feels Slronger ki n~" ins. I I's i llll'onalll

I, , In "prat e thc hrakl.'Sto match thc
Ively In town, but l'ower and"'fillhe strqn ger .\Ikll

runs out of breath ktll~,~n" 10 .\ lkls Ihal ore go mg til
he tlm'c n han l. A complctc front

on openroads, The ,,,s l>cnsion n:!lUild ean gel cos, '"
so rCl-'Ub r l1Iall1tcn:1ncc P:" }'Soft.

Mkll ismuch better' Loo Hora earthal has l>cell
!t)lllp:llhclirnlly lI1:1intainl..J, with

c....i dencc of fn.'1\ucl1t gn.":.lsing ;lnl.l d c.":ln uil.SmoL:r. ratd\' (If o il)'
ellt-rines:.trclike)' to nccl.) a rehuild. though thc..,. ma)' wellsmoke on
for yl-afS,lfil 'sjust ratt l)"it m:1)' onlrnccl.l a timing chain and tapllCt
adjustmcnt , A-!>Cries engines, lY.ln iculafly widtl ow b'L-:trinlf. arc
pw nc to \":lh'c SC-J t erosion on unk'al.bl (l'Clrol. so stan Sa\ll1g for thc
(incxpc:nsi\'c)unk~Jl.lcl.l hl.":1c.l cOl1\'crsion if )'ou drivc hard.

' lllC.\ Ikl l bcncfitcd fm m a IlIll1lhcr uf ill1prt)\"clllents. nut It.''3st a
longcr whcdh:1SC;: \\;th thc rl.";1f:.u:lc I11m'eelbackon longer sprin!>'S.
plus IclCS<.'Opic rl.';1r d:1l11llCfS:tn(l:1frunt anti-ro lll)jr, Its gc-JcbnxW~tS

alsostfol1l::cra l1l.l l1lal1\· l.'<1rh·l";us now h:1\'c the ril.lx.'ll-casc 1098
gc..'arboX. j ulI1\ling o Ul ~fsL't.=Onll and Iloi!lo) ' brshaft hl.'arin!>'S arc signs
of:l tired b'l.":1r K)X,

Timeline

The facts
Produc ed/no built

958- '6 7/ 342,180
Engine watercooJed
948/1098cc pustwod 'four' \..ith
sngIeZ~th/SU carbul'lmOf
Transmission four,speed manual
WIth synchromesh on top ttvee
Mall.pow er 34bhp e 47SOrpm
to 48bhpe 5100rpm
Max torque 50tb ft . 2000rpm
'0 60lb fl . 2500rpm
Chassis/body steelmoncxoque
Suspension : front double
wishbones. cOlI springs, lever-arm
dampers; Mkll anti- rol tw
rear Irveallie. SEfT1I-eI!rpttC
spcings; Mid lever-arm damper s:
MidI t~oplCS

Brakes drumsaI round
Steer ing Cam and peg
lengt h 12h l in
Width 4h 11m
Height 4h 81/ l in'
W. lght 2044-21841b
0 ·60mph 35.01 -27 .1 sees
Top speed 70 -7 7mph
Mpg 35,4-3 7.1
Price new £599
(De lu'. soIoon. 1963)

Pr.mlum from £140 fOf comp
cover for 21-year old WIth dean
ltC~e on a '6 3 A40 as a second
car,agfeedvalue £1250. garaged
overnighl. 6000 Im tedm~eage.

As onlyc¥. 10.000 miles. not
garaged,three years' NCB, £141 :
lanuster (01480 4848 48).

1 9 58 Oct : A40 saloon launched
.ll PartsShcMt. Byyear l'Od: two
boot straps . AusM badge added
to rear,borv1et f1yJng A deleted
1959 lmprov<d soundproofong,
hngedboot f1oo< (OV«'"9_.
w~. t ime SWitch on inl:ka tOf$
'01 self-C¥lCeLng.Inletaor light
1959 Sep t: Countryman. w nh
top -hinged rearwindoo..... metal
m aps on bootlldplus WIng

nwrors:70tb heclVi(>fU\ln saloon
1960 innocenti A<:O IaunchOO
1961 Sept: Mk.nreplac:~ Mkl
after 14 1.897 saloonsand
27.7 15 Countrymans - l Ib ....
longer whe4!'lbase. lui -width
gr., wind·up wifldooM.hydr.lUilc
brake-s. SUcarb.h. -foldingrear
seats. twe-teoe II."
19 6 2 Feb: Innocenti Mkll. after
10,2 13 Ber~nas and 6444
Combinatas. Sept : 109 & c. plus
higher finaldrwe. stronger 'bol(.
largerdJICh. improvedkingplllS
1964 Oct : simulated wood -grain
rep!ac6 creckle-bteck fasc.a.
moulded· nb seat covers
1967 Nov~ lan A40 butl t :

172.568 M,lIs sold

fining a one-piecetop-hiugrc-dt:l il~ue. Austin sold
the car as ,I saloon with conven tional lxxnlid hut
fold- down rear scat back, or as 3 Coun trvman
with split r ailgure that stilllimited its I ) r.\(:t i~"'ll i ty,

Sh'lring' muc h or irs nm ning gear with the
Aust in-I lcalcy Sprite, thc A40 handled bett er
than rhe A.l5 and soon achievedsuccess in r-JII\,­
ing'. chieflydriven by Pat .\ los.s. lt washampered
b)'Austin'spenny-pinching,whichsaddled it with
heavy C Ull Gears steering and n poor turni ng
circle when it could have ltal.lthe Spritc's rack.
The telescopic rea r dampers and front ami-ro ll
bar th:1I cuuc with the IOt)lkc"lkII lmprovcdrhe
ride :111 <1 handling, hut 11)' then the H,\I C li DO,
infinitclvmore 1II1Klcm under the skin, wasenter­
ing produ ction and the A-tOwas only made to
snisfv the II10st conscrvmiveof buvers.

' Il lc cars simplicity,prnctictliry:11U1:lp\'lC:lr:mce
ensurec.l its populariry on rhc second-ham market,
hm also led to most fK:ing l.lrin .'11 into the !-'Tuunll.
() IU.:Cfin takes hold ill":IIIIK.'(.'OIl II.: ra11l 1);lJ1I and.
with Inw \ ';11l1l.:s for tk't...lc!L'S. few n1'i1\' A-lOs h:l\'C
l)Cell fulh' ccstorel.!. \ ':tIIll.'S:Ire still rix:k hott olll.
In:lking':l'c.!cl1.:11t A-Hla fCm:ubl)lr c:hl.":ll) tix)thnll.!
in c:Iassic ll1olorin ~. T hem!:h COlllp ctc IK)(lr
p:lI1cls :lre h:1["(1 to nlHl, p:ttl:h rcpair lun d s arc
:m lil:lhlc: it'svit:,1to kcep on 10 1' ofn1 S( and cr.td­
il.-a lc anr slllall ;lrl.-as hclnrc ther SpR~Jc l.

Austin A40 Farina

STARTER CLASSIC

Aforgotten classicthat surclj-deserveshener
rC<',()~'1 l i tiun ~ han il currently enjoys, the
Austin A·1O Farina marked a sea change in

Austin sl\,ling'and pointed th e W;I\, towards the
two-box11:1tc) th;lcks that now nile the smull car
market . The taciturn anti dominccriuu Leonard
Lord had little inter est in co nt inental styli n~ ­
.., , '<: don't want nnvmore damn f()rci!-.'llCni.wc ve
enough of them :ilre:uh·... was his reWrt when
seeking Pinin I:arill:l:s advicewns SUel.:cstcd, Ill'
changed his tunc whcn the Duke ofVdinhllrgh.
\'isiti;tg Longhr illge in 1955, comm ented. " j'm
not sure these arc up to the forcignconrpetirion."
In no timc, Pinin Farina h:Hf taken the A35
running gear and prod uccdn l)iggcr Clrd l:u bore
no res emblance to its ori...rius .

It too k some :lcd imatiS:ltion - Austin workers
referred [0 it as a ' bloc dv matchbox ' :H1t! were
allegedlythreate ned with lhc solek ifhcard to refer
to it as a va n -c bm the A-lO Farina offered vusrlv
more interio r space than the 1\ 35. yet was unl)'
9011) hea\·ier. :,ml 170lb li!{htcr than the l\ l(lrris
Minor. It was mu ch m()f~ :\erndr l1amic th:m it
looked. hd llingi t tC)I)fTCC,111l.":I~)' 5'Ompg ingcntle
dri\'ing. al i!.-'llre rncc1rhc-Jlen e\'cn-l; )'L":lrs b ter,
In h:ll)' thc e:tr was huilt h)' Innocenti :md hs
\'ersioll of dle Mklt Count rvlI1an (Ihe COlllhi·
nat.l) lOok the lugk:'ll stcp BI\~lC nc\'cr 1l1:1n:lgctl.



MARKS OUT OF 10 TOP SCORERS
DtMng 6 Mini 7'
[""ryday? 6 MGMidg. t 71
looks G Morns Minor 1000 7 1
PaltSolVolrlabil.ty S VWBeetio 7 1
fa\i'! of rrullnt@nollnce 7 Au~tin A35 70
Rust ,esistolncEl S til t 500 70
Club,upport 7 Rciant Scimit,y 70
Runl1ln9cmti 9 TriumphVitnse 70
Valuefew fTI()fley 9 AustinS~n 6 9
lrn.uf,,)llce B Cit~2CV 69
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Final score 68/100

11's :J llU\'cr'smarket, with scrulT)' A40s almost imp ossi ble
to giveaW 'l)', Bill, wirh nUl11hcrs tlwimlling :.Ind the cost
of res toration rising,only me bes t C:tT5 are worth Im);n g
unlessyou're lluill~ tcccmrilnne 10medec line.

Agood solid A-IO is fun to driveand one of 1J1C

cheapest an d mo st p ractical c lassics to own , with rall)i ng
pedigree and le ts of tuning potential, tOO,

' n ,is A-IOhus
spent its Iife in
\ VC)t \Vales-. first
:IS ;} IlOO ! C.'1r fur
the \Vchh l'Iam
Breeding Station .
The n:nlluf is unl\'
se llinl:",h(' (":I I' t tl •

free up ~,ml~e

SP~l I:C and has 1.:C:l1t
ill'l n.:gi~tratitl l\

number, Th e paint
has numv swirl
lI1 :a rk~' I;:tr1it:tll~rlr
o n the »m ncr, IIl ~1 1

sho uld ~1"Cut nut,

~~:~~el1~);!r~::;~'l~:t is
pin ed , while the
side tritus carrv a
few light knm:ks.

Beton: bcinu
stored from I l)~!
to !O()! , the ca r
w:t~ fittell will, a
G(lltISc.ll rccon
elle-rillc. The
uuderln umc r :lrc:!
is lith' hut needs
Q dea n, while the
lICKll is sm :Ul and bhuws no lii ~ns o f n: \);lir, Inside, it's
i1S l:ntwl aml st ill ha~ the sUPI,fying dca cr'!i!olickcr un
tile glovcbox lid. There lire no rips in the scats or
door panels (the d river's panel needs;relini ng), bu t
the headl ining is cu ming aW3}'along the dri..'cr~ !oide.

This carl)' .\ lId isn't quick, hur rhe engine
n.~IW llllls well :1IItl hus u hcahhv note. The brakes
wor k well hut pull slightly In th c left, \ \'ll:1t
instru ments th ere arc wo rk corrcctlv.

' 11 1C car ",HI come with ;1 fresh .\ io' l ~ plus sp.arcs
includin g truu , wheels and ;HI c"h;,u~t centre box.

Y@arof manufolctu re 1959 Rc corded mllrag l' 17.000
(11 7,OOO lf'ttotoll t) Vendof JdckJcn~, lLmt7)'ddct,lcl01S70

4802 13 For conc:t.tion Agl tnU,just nHd' cosmetic ld)'ng

The verdict

Oneto buy £1200

Post·War Baby Austlns A]O - A35 -A40
Barney Sharr.m, Osprcty
AU$tln A40 Mkl & II Fact ory Workshop
M.mu~1 Broold.ilnds.Books Austin A40
Re sto rat io n Brooldands Books

Books

Henry Maslin (0147.: 854 005)
R.dfo,d '.n.1Co (01 9 26 J 13B0 1)
Autofu rbl5h (0\6\ .127 5292, www.autofurblstu~t )

b ·P ,eu ed Steel Panels (01 53 5 632721, www.stce tpanels,co.uk)

A4 0 hrln. Club
CMst.ne Hepherd. rnen"oberSf\IC) secretary
75 T(>IlIlolIRo~. H.lIrbofno, B'-f'Tw.gt\ilm
9]2 21B (e- tnaII:.,fOlt'a40 faflnaclub.Otg )
www a4Qf." inacUl org

Club/events

Specialist view
11cnn' .\ laslin h1SbeenSlll\I'I}i ng 1"'1 n~ for J\u~1 i l1 A.J.O'i., :1'iwe ll"..A30 aml A})
l1locJch , for !5 ye;1rs: "lt was a good lIu rkct 1),1( 1,: then. but now there ca n unl)' he
about SOO A-IOs left and thcv're still worth nOlhi n !.{"lTu~t arc in dep lorable
co ndi tion. f nsed to 110 hod}' p;U1d~ luu when ro ur,·c paid £200 fur 3 C1r. r Uli ban lk
:u £500 fe r a pair of wings,

"I(, 'U II ruu ClUC' nuw ,"uII'IIIM.: W Iv rd i:llli UII II l C' d ub for secondhand spcrcs. !
still ha\'Ca lot of11iln !J;,n l! tb cv're n;n c~p('n..ivC'- £3 a side fur MC'cril1!:side n nL.. ­
but a lot of the: unit/ue ;\ -IOJ lJ rts like tht:stl"Cring hoxt."S and idlcN. th e :\ 11.:1hrnkin}:
\""tcm, tin: , Clr li~ l L"i;lI1tl l C h.II(..lu fts. an: unobtJinJblc ncw. ' I 'he ColI'Sare worth

M. linlcancl thcrc;n: nllt cnou.1!11 1cft tIl jU:"o ti rr n: l ll~lIlU rJ c..1uI'C,"

Kingpin front
~nslon givcs good
hindllngbut needs
9'''''''9 overy 1000
mI<s onMUS. Strong«
M.loU klf19Plni .r. br ttw
«JIeto cope WIth exira
w ain from radialtyres
or d li C br a( e1;

www,o mnlaut os ,force9.co.uk/
sprit e/a4 0 ,ht m. www.bolus.
com/ca rs/a40. ht ml, www.elec.
canterbury.ac,nz/newS&ev...ms/
Elec tr lc%20Car %202001 .htm

What to pay
Sho w/re buil t £2150
Aver age £750
Res to rat ion free

On the web

Parts prices
Fro nt wing £275
Rear wing bo tt om repair £28.50
Floorpan (either side) £3450
Full s ill £4()
Unleade d cy linde r head £125
Brake mas t er cylinder £59
Bra ke shoes (axle set) £12
Fuel pump (Mkll) £55
Clutch kit £145

Cam Gea rs steering
box and idler need to be
well lubricated and
adjusted to avoid
wander and excessively
heavy stee ring: new
parts are not available
but secondhand Of

reconditioned are

Gearbox wea r
manifests itself by the
lever jumpingout of
second or by excessive
noise in intermediate
gea rs. like the Minor.
the gearbox that came
with the 1098cc
enginewas stronger

G r.lham :llltl D:I\'itlj ol1cs from Ehhw V:llc :lCtlllired thcir 19(10
:\ tkl A·H) saloon 1(K.":lllyafter it had becn storcd for man\, ycars,
Sc\,clltcCn-\,e;lr-olti D.wid did most of the work I1ccdl..",f to m;lke
thc Clr prcsCllt'lhlc :l11tl prcp:1rcit for :1 rcSpr.l}'

"' l1u.:rcs IllJth ing clsc likc it round hcrc, l lovc it to hits," David
S:1 ~'S, " I W:1Sgoing to h.wc it :.IS111)' cvcryday c..":lr IlUtthe insur.1I1cc
was CrolZY, I'm pl'll1ning to go to mcdical school :lnd hope th:1tin
fUlurc I c..":111 usc it morc: thcre'sJUSt not cnough of thcl11 around.
\\'e get all thc hits we nccd throu gh the duh - it'scasicr ( 0 lind
hit" for the Austin th:m for Ill)' Astr.t!"

Check how car sits
at the rear to see if
the rear springs have
sagged. Also look for a
wobb ly wheel that may
de note a bent halfsbaft .
Both halrshafl s and Mkl
and Mkll springs are
unique to A40s

It 's fare to find any new bright work for A4Qs,

~~~sg~a~e:rf~n~~condhand =::::;;;;

among the most
difficult are the
easilydamaged
stainlesssteel
side strips

o Rear of front wing
and A-post/ bulkhead

Owners'views

o Outer and inner sills

Keith Bennett bought his c..nrlv redA40 saloon in 1966.."l'd leartu
to drivein :1I1 A-IOnud no one In IIlrfamily had a ca r; so I asked m}'
t 'ri \'in~ instructor what tCI buy, l ie said 'Ge t::111 A,m, keep it
gr eased and it' ll last for ever,' so I did. It had already done 100,000
miles hut h:HIhccn serviced.

"' t'snowdonc more than JOO,(KJO miles hut:is Iud\' to he hcrc,
hC'''3l1sCit had 'l bi~ rebuiltl in the 19S0s th;ll went \\'r~mg whcn
the rcstorerw ent hust: il tonk :1 long limc :uul :l ICIt of moncy to
rcCtl\'cr from that, Bol, thc wcltler spcnt:e"cry Saturd;\}'with us
fora lnlost four I'C:lrs, b'T<ulu:llly piccing it hack together."

"I stillcnjo)' ( riving it in toWI1 :lIltl on country rn:uls," Bcnnen expbi ns, "where it c..":lIl l1ip through n:1rrow
!o":l pS,hut I tl)' to :\\'oid mntorw.lYs."

o Rear wing valances

o Floors

(1) Doors

o Boot floor

'!liBaseof bootlid

& Rear spring hangers

Rot spots
o Front wing around headlight

e Heater plenum
chamber/scutt le

Rather weak straps
Gust oneon the earliest
cars) support the A40
bootlid: check for
distort ion to the
bootlid and its support
panel result ing from
past breakages
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