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PRACTICAL CLASSIC~S SALON FEATURE
T he Austin A40 represents the

architypal family saloon of the
sixties, yet humble though it was, it
possessed a certain flair and ingenuity
in its design which both excused its
rather ordinary mechanical make-up
and provided an object-lesson for
other small/medium-size car des igners
- indeed, it could be argued that evi­
dence of the influence the A40 had on
the European automotive industry has
lasted right up until today, in the form
of popular cars like the VW Golf.

The launching ceremony for the A40 took
place at Longbridge on 18th Septembe r
1958, conducted by BMC's go-getting chair­
man Sir Leonard Lord , while the pub lic had
a chance to see the car at the London and
Paris motor shows held a few weeks later .
Keen interest was generated all round not by
any technical novelties but by the car's eye­
catching and unique styling , which especially
for a BMC model was quite startlingly diffe­
rent .

The attractive new body shape ­
described at the time by ' Design' magazine as
the best-looking product of the British Motor
Corporation - was due to the innovatory
move, most unusual in the case of a British
mass-production small car, of calling in an
outside specialist . For BMC had engaged
Pinin Farina of Milan to carry out the new
car's body design, one of the world 's most
outs tandi ng designers and known largely
through expensive projects on limited-pro­
duction thoroughbreds - though already
some Italian, French and even American
manufactu rers had Pinin Farina designs in
series production for the mass market .

Why did BMC commission Fari na? Quite
apar t from his obvious skills, it has been
suggested that bringing in a neutral 'outsider'
to clothe the first-born of the Austin/Morris
merger was a diplomatic move to quell the
rivalries which still existed - and which had
even intensified - between the Cowley and
Longbrid ge drawing offices. Though on the
othe r hand , would Len Lord really have
bothered with such niceties? Particularly as
his avowed aim, after previously quarelling
with Lord Nuffield and going over to 'the
otherside' , was to dismantle Cowley 'b rick by
brick ' .. . But certainly the call to the conti ­
nen t was somebody's good idea; almost cer­
tainly BMC's chief engineer S.V. Smith.

Th e Farina style gave a tru ly unified
appearance with simple flowing lines, the
miniumum of adornment and a reserved ele­
gance. Famed for his work on elitist models,
something of the essence of the style used in
these was expressed in the lines of the modest
A40 Farina, complemented by some enter ­
pri sing and quite engaging body-colour com­
bination.

~
Th e real innovation however, was the idea

of a saloon/estate car cross - an early step in
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Interiorof the Mk 2 A40, showing the crackle­
black facia (replaced in October 1964 by a
woad-grain fi nish); this Speedwell car has a
non-standardrev. counterand (10righl ofsteer­
ing column) oil pressuregauge.

Aluminium rocker-couerand twincarbsarenon~
standard an this Speedwell-modified 948" Mk
I , asare the /Win hams. In September1962 1his
engine was replaced by the J098cc unil.

'O ur' A40, Ihe ex-Pal MossMk I of November
1958 vintage, XOE 778(hence'Zoey'). Photo­
graphed here 01 an early stage in the rebuild,
Zoey will shorlly be painted as the bodyshell has
beenfin ished.

Main picture:
The A40 Farina - still practical today and
wilh remarkably undated lines. This is an early
Mk 2 wilh full-widlh grille incorporated side!
flasher lights.
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Our thanks to Charles Vallendcr of the
A40 Farina Q ub for supp lying much of
the da la used in th is.feature.

The Club
The 1.40 Farina Quo is small but growing
fast It has one 01the best spares/adviceser­
vke9 around and we aI Pr8t;tical Classics
CiIIl vouch torthe friend~ne&$ol offICials and
lellow-m embeJ'9 alike. Every A40 0Wl1EIf

should belong, and aend a SAE 10Alan Ba, ­
IOn, 5 OIhel1o CI06e. Colchester. SuSS(ll';
CP4 3LB . is the first step to take .
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modified A40 MkI saloon, again took the Coupe
des Dames in the Morrt8 Carlo and ltd second
succe ss resull ed in BMC entering this car and
twoother A4()s the following yeas, acc:omparied
by three Minis. The Mo$.s-WI5dom carhad been
further modified 10 compete in Group 3 and as
such was heavily hancIIcapped by !he rally tor­
mulae used , so despite achieYing second intheir
c1asatheydidnotwinanyawards .Theircarl"&aP­
peared in the 1962 Mootecar1oas a priva le entry
whefe Meredith-Evans and Bradley look II 10
sixth place overan in the Grand Touring up to
10000c class. The MO made its final app88J"
anca in the event In MIl lilonns in 1963 but no
succe ss was achieved, The car was nowout­
classed by the Minf..Cooper but had helped ID
estabhsh BMC's place in int9mallon.al rallying_

was im press ive was the willing man ner in
which it revved, up to and beyond 6 .5OOrpm
on the rev , counter per ched on the dash
beside the speedc, with no signs or stres s.

Top speed was possibly around gOmph (at
least 5 or &mphbetter than standard) but the
car was really in its dement on country by­
reeds , where it was ideally suited to dashing
round bends of the 30-50mph variety , I don't
know wha t if anything had been done to the
suspension but for an elIrly-sixties family
saloo n it reaUy handled well and cou ld be
thrown about with impunity; tha t plus a
nicely-placed gear .stick with what seemed to
be quite closeratios, and the free- tn'Ving lit­
de power plant, made the car bighly enter­
tain ing . It cert ainly makes me look forward
to the day when our own A40 is on the road
again!

I ts 1PIallOliflotrabjJiry I;l1/d tht reliable'IatWt o{
tlw A -,eria mgillllPlatk tlJlA40 qlliu popwlar
as 4 raUy car. both ill inumaliorJal evmu liM
tJW Alpi1u Rally, arid. widt alPlateuT driwn
and mtTaJltJ, ill dub rallin • Whik fOrM pri­
WJuly-modijWI A40, wert quiu capabk of
Huti", tM 3.4Jagwarr 011 tltl tithur motorrae­
iII,ri~ill!

advent 01the A40 Farina In 1959 Pat Moss and
Anne WISdom drove a modified saloon to a brI­
~ant 101h In general c1asslflcellon. thus winning
the Coupe des Dames and also the RAe Chal­
lenge Trophy.ThiScar lao.nentlybe1ng res tored
by Practical ClassiCs. They also wonthe laclfJS'
sectktn In the Lyons-Chartlonnl&reS Rally that
yearIn the samevehicle whilst on ItI8home frOnl
A4O:s loOkflf'${ and seoond place In Ihe best per·
Iormance calegoly 01 Ihe 466 mile YOf1l.shire
RaUy. In 1960 Moss and WIsdom, in another

it. A40s in thi s eort of cond ition are unu sual ,
bu t to make it even more interesting, there
was a little Speedwell badge on the bootUd
and a tuned engine under the bonnet.

The sto ry goes that this particular car was
owned from new by a gen tleman who, at the
age of 80, died , lcaving thi s immaculate little
car behind. complete with its period Speed­
well bits. Speedwell operated from Lon don
at the time and were well known in the sixties
for their wor k on the 'A' series engines; appa ­
rently the 948cc engine was modified by
them when the car was nearly new. with a
twia-carb. eonvernon, branch exhaust man ­
ifold and gas--fiowed cylinder bead . More
recently the engine hadbeen overhauled and
later carburettors (I 'A ins .) installed, but
otherwise th e car appeared in near -mint earl y
sixties trim.

Even with these aids to the engine the car
was hardly a lightning performer - bu t it bad
to be home in mind that the power uni t was
the smalles t used in the AooW at 94&e. Wha l

Fad4 ofllu MitZcaNWdSumsiderably moder­
"iud with MW WtnuIttItt ellISin' andcrackh·
blaclt (laur wood-grain) firtult. SpudwlU tar
spomrnJ. COVIlUran4 utra UutrumnUJ. H fl7fdy
gtar-tltmtgt mnai:Nd unc1aaJlg1d.

Paul Skilleter tries a
SpeedweU A40
The subject of our 'Salon' colour this mouth
is a ran: survivor in the form of a Speed wdl.­
modifi ed Mk 2 58100n dating frum mid: I962 .
It turned up in the locality of T ed Walkct, a
frien d or mine who lives in Dunley, GIo&.,
and he kindly d rove il over so tha t I coul d see

persevere wi th very orthodo x BMCengineer­
ing under ils en terprising skin which , while
reliable , perhaps never allowed the C2t to
fulfil its in itial promise . It may be shee r con­
lecture, but possibly with more power,
highe r gearing and more responsive steering
the A40 could have been a true 'world car'
during the cart y six.ties . llowever , it was co n­
sidera bly better than a lot of small cart. pro­
duced during tha t period . and that it still
remain s such a usable, cheap-to-run ear
today. over twenty-live years after in intro­
duction, sure ly sap a good. dea l abo ut the
correctness of its original conception .
Definitely, the A40 can be coun ted as being
among the mQS.1 competent BMC des igns of
its era .

of 64_6mph, and the car bea t the previous recore
(set by a Singer Gazelle) by 24.39 miles to
become the smallest car ever tohave attem pted
the trial. Some 6 1,1, pints of oiland four tyres were
consumed, but petrol con sumption was an
exemplary 27mpg.

From 1955 BMC Competllions Oepartmenl at
Abing don entered cars in intemational rallies.
Some $UOO8SS wasachieved with the AuSIInA30
and Wolsffiey 6190in the Tu6p Rally011956 but
~ In the Monle Cario came only with the

a iMlite - In Sept ember 1959 a standard exem­
pie cover ed 1.4 17.33 miles in 24 hotn to brea k
Sne nertoo Circu it·s 24 hourendu rance record lor
production saloons and win the Commander's
Cup . Prepared by Mann EgertOllUd of Norwich
and standard exce pt for Dunlop Dura.boand tyros,
the carcomple led 523 laps at an aV(lrage 6POOd
01 59.55mPh despite earlY-morn ing log (an
im provised llare path was made us ing bUrning
diesel ol in drums 10 maril. OUlthe more dlllicull
comersl). Fast est lap was covered at an average

designed Mini. The 1100 body was again
Farina designed, but with some compromise
in slyling dictated by the pursuit of internal
space benefit s from the mec hanical conden­
sat ions of tra nsverse engin e and front-wheel
dr ive. T he 1100 was overall only JI/. inches
longer and less than one inch wider than the
A40 but with its shorte r engine comperr ­
mem , longer wheelbase (6~ inches larger
than ther A40)which look the in tern al wheel­
arch protrusions away from the rear scat
8ides , and a litt le &qUIlting of the body lines,
it was mar kedly roomier , Th is and the
improved ride from the Hydrola.~tic su.o,pen_
sian and longer wheelba se were attractive
features which allowed it to score against the
older car .

Toda y. the A40 Farina is steadily gather ­
ing its devo ted preservation ists . It can be a
rewarding car with its distinct identi ty, good
look s, econom y (e wnera variousl y claim 40 to
45 m.p .g. overall), adaplability, and its
accessib le and compre hensive mechanics.
Bodywise its prob lems and generall y average
of its kind with perhaps marginally more in
the sills and ad joining wing cavities, bu t
there are 5ti11a few around Deeding mucl1lc ss
than the surge ry of the Pnu:h',alClassicsZoe y
restoration.

Soend s th e story of the A40 Far ina to date ;
highly innovative in its lime, yet havin g to

Working, Racing and Rally ing
A40s by P.G. Stapleton
The ....40 Iound 5OfT'Ie popularity as a fleet car ,
particul arly when eQUipped wflh the more
eoonomics llow-<:ompressoo Bnglne option, and
a large fleet 01the ba!lic Mk II vel"5ion was deli­
vered 10 the BJrmingham Police Foree in late
1966 -earty 1967 lor use as Panda cars. Some
Mil; I Co untrymans we re converted inlo vans for
commefCial use in this country.

TheA40 was a popular $ubj&C1 lor engine and
suspension rnodrliCatiOrrs oro b.mingto inCrease
speed, roadhoidiOg and performance and such
firms as Alexander Engioeering, OowntQrl
Enginoomg, Pa lace Gate Garage and Speed­
well Performanc e Converstons produced m0d­
if ied A40s to cus tomer orde r. Further modifica·
tions. inclucl ng reduction 01 body weig ht, pro­
duced highly successful racing A40s in lt1e
hands of Geoff WilliamSOn, 'Doc' $hepOerd and
J.R. Normanton. The latler modified a 948cc Mil;
I sa loon so thai II was able 10 reach 1C/3mptl
rather lt1an the stand ard top speed of nmph,
and In 1961 won ten 01the 14 m&etingsanended,
taking elass lap ,ecords at Ounon. Mallory Park
and Snenerton .

All Austin A40actuallyheld a circuitrecord lor

twc-dcoe model, and all had bodyshells with
the same shape and overall measurements,
although of course the Mark. 2s had the
11.lUger wheelbase already men tioned.

Undoubtedly intended to be a high selling
popular car. it d id not make the figures
expected , The UK productio n figur es pre vi­
ously mentioned show that the Mk II period
was 1$ successful than the Mk I. In the
small car class it was overlapped and
san dwiched, even with in BMe. on the one
han d by the older Mo rris Atinor and A35,
still with a good sales (and higher average
annual and peak year figur es) and on the
oth er hand by the M.in.i - out in the fint full
year of A40 ."tilt I production - and the 1100,
out 'in the fint full year of Mk II prod uction ,
whh all the badge-engineering ratlcnallsatlon
and high sales; whilst our slde competi tinn in
th e popular small car market accelera ted in
something of a design boom.

The A40 had tradnional engine lay-out and
rear-wheel drive. co il anJ wishbone fron l
sus pension and rear leaf spri nging, T he BMC
1100 was in one evolu tiorulry step" given the
benefit of the pioneer work of the lssigonis-

R larl2lP«t of Mit ZMO n,lOO1l JIwws inPfUh­
bvmmboodidhlIndleandth4nltOIW.piau liglu
(abo Stel Oft /au Mit/ J) whicltrqWJcld 1M'bWl­
lOtI ' (M ini-type) usedearlUr.

althoug h the A40's hand ling qual ities were
ralher dismissed as being '"undistinguished
and perfectly predictable" .

Besides a bener performance, the Mk 2
.\40 pvc the rear scat occ upan ts more room ;
thi s was achi eved by moving me rear axle
back 3'h inches. the Ionget' wheelbase allow­
ing the rear seat to be moved back too ­
head room was DOt [ 00 badly affected thanks
to the lines of the roof , which did not slope to
the rear very much. The visual changes
included a new , wider 5traigbt~bu grille of
almost Morris appearance which replaced the
typ ical Austin wavy-line type of the 'm 1',
me headlamps 10$1 their cast surrou nds , and
of course the rear wheelarches were set
noti ceab ly further back in the rear wing . The
interior trim was com pletely revised as well .

Th e final edition of thcA40urivcd in 1962
with the comin g of the 1098cc engine, though
the extre power was largel y negated by. rise
in final drive ratio -albeit a useful change in
illdf, as it made the eat fat' leu fussy in an
increasin gly motorway-cnentated age. T op
speed was fouad by The Motor inMarch 1963
to be slightly up, at 76.Smph , but the acceler­
ation was much the:samc:and top-gear perfor­
mance actually down a link.

T ime was calching up on the desi gn how­
ever, and the magazine noted that the "in­
cluded boo t" of the A40 was less of an asset
than it had been due to increase in luggage
capacity of mere recent small can . Similarly,
the body was adjudged 10be " rathc:rhigh and
narrow by current sia ndards " , tho ugh il was
acknowledged lhal the wide doon made rea r
access easier than on some other two-deer
cars .

Tw o main failing s were singled out though
- the 11.40 "never bad VCl)' good steering or
very comfortab le seats" and surp rise was
expressed that "n o-ore has eve n yet pu t mat ­
ters right " . Apan from thi l., howeve r, TIu
MOlar found the A40 " difficu lt to fau lt" .

The A40 Farina had a U .K . production of
342, 000 over its nine years, 169,000 in the
three yean of the Mark I from 195810 1961,
with a peak Yair of 67,000 in 1960, IlDd
173,000 in the six yean of the Mark 2 (rom
1961 to 1967, with a peak year of 50,000 in
1962. In addition there was nscmbly ab road
from nponed U .K. bodies and pans
together with some locall y prodoccd compo­
OeIlts , nvtably by Innocenti of Milan and by
BMC Australia. Inn ocen ti mod els carried
their own insignia and some of their modifi­
cations , includi ng in one version of their
"C.ombinator" (C'..ountryman ) a one-piece
hatchback.

Both Ma rk I and Mark 1 were made in
basic and de luxe venions . som e laler Mark
2s being called su per de luxe. Saloon and
Cou nlryma n modds were made of each and
also, for expon onl y, a van modd, which
used the Cou ntryman body with metal pane ls
instead of rearward side windows. All were

TheA40 'Farina'
CONTINUED


