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PHOTOS GARRY STUART

Austin's Farina-designed A40 is often neglected by enthusiasts,
yet these humble cars set atrend the world followed.

Nick Larkin looks at buying one

II
hey're still being
scrap ped by thc
h und red eve ry
" car , and few
people sccm
bo the red . A

major s pe cia lis t adm its to
havin g thrown out rar c
spares due to lack of interest
from owners. You'd be luckv
to sell a goo d example fo'r
tseo.

For rca son s unknow n,
while the mechanica llv simi­
lar Frogeye Sprite arid A35
bask happily in thc limelight,
the neat, practical Fari na­
styled Austin A40 sits in the
dark.

Ye t these cl ea nly-styl ed ,
pract ical an d econom ical
cars we re tre ndsetters in
their dav - the Countrvman
version ~vas the world's first
volume hatc hback . Renault ,
Volkswagen and Fiat all have

the A40 to thank as the insp i­
ratio n for th eir money-s pin­
ning Eurohatches .

'111C AIO itself owes a dcbt
to Europe, however, bci ng
designed by Pinin Farina of
Tu rin, a stvlist later conuuis­
sioncd to shape other main­
stream BMC models.

Mk 1 A40
Countryman
was the pioneer
hatchback which
spawned many
imitators

Unveiled to the public a t
the 1!J58 Motor Show, the
A40 had crisp, clea n ye t
und eni abl y attr ac tive lines .
Bnt it was the car's two-box ,
es ta te car-cu m-sa loo n
bodyshcll which proved the
real innovation,

Init ially only avai lab le in

'saloon' form, with atuilga tc'
open ing downw ar d s from
wais t height, the rear sc a ts
cou ld be folded back to givc
es tate car load capaci ty.

T he Co untryman var ian t,
int r oduce d th c fo llowi ng
vear, was a tr ue es tate , the
r ear window pan el for ming
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79mph (75mph)

4ft 1lin

front.Ind, coil ond
wishbone, onti-loll bor
Reor. Holf1lllipfic leo!

Drum

22.9sec (27.1secl

31·42mpg

12ft

r us t. Make sure th e area
around the rear spring hang­
e rs a nd a ll the s hock
a bso r be r mounti ng po in ts
are not about to bid goodby e.
Ch ec k the co nd itio n of the
pe tro l ta nk - of th e Mk 2
wh ich can r ust aro und th e
centre seam.

En th us ia st s reckon that
ge ne rally the Mk 2 m odels
we re more r us t-pr one th an
th e Mk I - the me ta l was
thicker and ru stproofing bet­
ter on th e ea rlier cars,

T he good new s is th a t
repair sec tions for almos t all
th e problem areas are avail­
a ble fro m s pecialis ts , bu t
they're often made in small
batch es wh en th er e' s suffi­
cie nt dem an d, whic h is not
that often .

4ft 1lin

62 x76mm 64 x83mm(62 x76mm)

4-cy1 irtline ohv 4-cy1 irtline ohv

Drum, reorhydllHl1echonicol

front.l nd, coil ond
wishbone
Rear:Holf1lllipfic leof

34bhp@4750rpm 48bhp@5100rpm
(37bhp@ 5000rpm)

948cc 1D98cc (948cc 1961·2)

1959·61 1961-67

38-45mpg

72mph

35.6sec

12ft

Brokes

Produced

Mox power

Engine

Bore/s troke

Length

Fuel eens

Max speed

Width

(opocity

Suspension

0-60mph

SPECIFICATIONS
Mk 1 Mk2

the s ills , can ro t out com­
ple te ly. Aga in, replacem en t
sec tions are available.

TI,e rear of the inner flitch
panel . between the top of the
wi ng a nd th e bu lkh ead is
a no ther d a ng er s po t,
Sc ru tinise the e nti re fro nt
bulkhead, too.

Doors aren't normally too
bad , but give the lower areas
th e o nce-ove r. Ca refully
chec k the lower edges of the
rear wings.

T he lid of the lowe r tail ­
Ra te is a no ther notor io us
r ust spo t. though a replace­
me nt pan e l ca n be boug ht.
You' d prob ab ly be a ble to
pic k up a second ha nd lid
without too much trouble.

Now - if you dare - inspect
th e fluo r, a ll of wh ich ca n

Frontwingsare particularly prone to rot on all models

appears fairly sound.
Starting from the front, the

area round the headlamps is
likely to display rust or filler,
th ou gh rep lacemen t sec­
tions. or complete wings. are
available if required .

Front wings are extre mely
vunera ble, so make an es pe­
cial check of the lower area
be twee n the wheela rch and
doo r. T hi s e ntire se c t io n,
incl ud ing a con tinua tio n of

A40 s r ust. a ll over. Give n
cur rent low purc hase prices.
ir s necessar y to se arc h for
evide nce of ge t-it-thr oug h­
the MoT weld ing and sheer
bodg e r y as well as g ood .
honest corrosion

Th e import ance of chec k­
ing the enlire car cannot be
over -e mphasise d. eve n if
your prospect ive purc hase

BODYWORK

Beller trimmed and more comfortable cockpit ofMk2

dow surrounds.
The A40 was th e n left to

se ll in relatively sm all num­
bers until 19(;7. Many of the
car's competitors. particular­
ly the Mini and 1100, wer e
also BMC produ cts , bu t of
mu ch m or e adva nced
design. and thi s acc ounted
for a total production run of
:H2,UOO cars , of which almost
half were Mk 1 models built
from 195!)'61.

max imum speed from 72 to
79mph a nd reduced th e O·
60mph time from the Mk I's
:l5 sec onds to 23.9 seco nds.
Coupled with a high er final
drive ratio, this made the car
mu ch more s uita ble fo r
cr uising on the era's new-fan­
gled motorways.

De luxe versi on s of a ll
models offered options such
as op e ning rea r si de win­
dows. and stainless steel win-

Spartanbut neat int..ior of Mk 1 includes A35 speedometer

rath e r tha n leve r ar m re ar
dam per s to fur ther improve
matters.

A full-width gri lle was the
major external modification.
and the int e ri or was trans­
fo rm ed with a ne w-s ty le
das h boar d a nd differe nt
seats.

On ly a year la te r, BMC
increased the engine size to
1098c c , a nd modi fied th e
transmission. This increased

Henry Maslin, 43 Archer
Way, Swanley, Kent BR8
7XR, tel 0322 668284.

Radford Panel Co lid, 1
Block Road, Heath cote
Industrial Es tate , War wick
CV84 srx, tel 0926
313801.

SPECIALISTS

All modelshad 8MC A-series engine in 948 or 1098" form

an upp er tailg ate for unhin­
de r ed access to th e load
area .

Mec ha nically, the car was
almos t iden tical to the A35,
inco rporating th e sa m e
94&c engine , iden tical fron t
suspens ion, and. on earlier
c a rs, e ve n th e h ydro­
mechanica l brakes. th ough
th ere were larger front
drums to ca te r for the A40's
extra weight.

TI,e speedomete r, steering
co lum n-mounted light
switch, s teering wh e el and
coun terbalanced rather than
wind-up window s were also
featu res plund er ed from the
A35 , wh ich lived on wh e n
that car ceased production in
1959.

A Mk 2 MO follo we d in
1961, when the car rece ived
a fac elift a nd nu me r ous
detail improvem ents . An SU
c a rb u re ttor re plac e d th e
downd raugh t Zenith, giving
a we lco me boost in powe r
from 34 to 37bhp. TI,e wheel­
base was increased by 31h

inc h es , improv ing re a r
legroom.

Fully hyd rau lic braking
was added , and a fro nt anti­
roll bar, along with telescopic
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AUSTIN A40 COUNTRYMAN vivors, and they're still being
sc rapped.

Luckily, the MO isn't total­
Iy without friends, The A40
Farina Club cel ebrated its
10th anniversary last year,
and an extremely enthusias­
tic and friend ly bunch the
members are too!

It's a mystery why the MO
has never gained the follow­
ing of some of its compatri­
ots - many people st ill
regard these cars purely as
bangers.

So now is perhaps the time
to get in there and grab your­
self a good one at minimum
cost. •

1967 Mk 2
Anna Vickerman
NO-ONE lOuld hove pcid less lor rbeir MO
than Anna Vidcerman: 'II hod been adver·
tised free ofdIorge inthe MO dub
newslener toalaring harne, alter being in
an olodent: she r8lO1~.

A\railer was hired and the lOr braught
bode hame tothe Worcester oreo, One
new wing and same welding Ialer the law·
mileoge lor was bade an the rood again.

'Apart fram thelr marader, A40s are
easy to drive and cheap to run: says
Anna, adog breeder,

The Mk I, with it s pure
Farina line s, is perhaps the
pr ettiest of the cars, but a
109 8cc Mk 2 is th e more
practical day-to-day veh icle,
with a useful improvement in
perform ance and handling.

Few cars can be ch eaper
to run ; you can expect at
leas t 40mpg from your MO,
pro ba bly mo re on a g en tle
run .

Mec hanical spares are also
ch eap to buy and re lative ly
easy to find.

The A40 is rarer than you
tend to think - some reports
suggest there may only be a
couple o f thousand sur-

1960 Mk 1Countryman
Nick Bayliss
BIRMINGHAM tedmi<allOnsuhantNkk
Bayliu, who runs the West Midlands

~j~.~J branch ofthe MO FIIrina Ownel5 dub,
-~ baughth~ lOr unseen when " was offered

10 him aver the phone, Eighteen months
laI~ he had lampletely rebuilt il.

IRe lOr'sregistralion number, 3131 NK,
seemed apprapriale toNkk, who says:
'The MD has agreal deal of charader, and
~ avery practical dassil.

'II'salso very rarein(ountryman
form: he adds.

Countryman, left, had upperand loweropeninglallgales, saloonhad fixedwindow panel

IT'S obviously not really
wor th buying a scruffy MO,
unless you want to restore it
for enjoyment's sake, or are
after a basic hack.

But any thoughts of eco ­
nom ical motoring could go
straight out of the window if
you don 't g ive th e ca r th e
most thorough inspection for
ru st before buying it.

Maslin has, over the years,
bought a lot of e x· BMC
spares for the car s. He sup­
plies halfshaft s at £25, outer
sills at £20, doors at £75 and
rear wings at £75.

Kingpins, common to
other cars, are £15 each, and
kingpin and stub axle assern­
blies are £23, all plus VAT.

Rad ford Pa nels of
Coventry (0926 313801) sup­
ply a wid e range of re pair
sect ions, including rear wing
low er halves at £50 , rear
skir t crossm embers, outer
sills at £15, inner sills at £18,
front sk ir t panel s at £30 ,
front wing nose se ctions at
£65 and bootlid skins at £35.
Front floorpan s are £18 each,
and front wings can be made.
VAT is extra .

CONCLUSION

reckons the M Oside of his
busin ess loses him money. 'I
love the cars, but if it wasn't
for the fact that they have so
much in common mech ani­
cally with othe r mod el s I
don't think I could afford to
cater for them,' he says.

He added: 'In the past I've
end ed up having to dump
certain par ts, such as some
bumper sections, simply
because no-on e would pay
anything for them, and I
couldn 't go on storing them
because of space problems.'

PRICES

Mk2 carsare much ben"forhigherspeedcruising

Th at apart, the A40 should Th e result is that there are
prove a reliabl e and easy to a lot of tally A40s aro und,
run workh orse . s tagge ri ng from MoT to

MoT with the bare minimum
of ex pe ndit ure . Speciali st s
say that a lot of owner s just
are n' t pr epared to pay for
cosm etic items - why spend
£300-plus on a pair of hand ­
made front wings when you
can buy a reasonabl e car for
liule more than that?

Henr y Maslin (0322
668284), one of the country's
be st-known su pplie rs of
spa res for the A35 and MO,

A HUNDRED crisp fivers
sh ould get you on the road in
a safe, usable and clean MO,
but expect 10 pay around
£1000 for a top- class car.
Although you do see cars
adve rti sed at £1500, enthu si­
asts gene ra lly reckon it 's
extremely unlikely that these
figures are ever realised .

WoIcII 0lII farweak
syncllramesh aaecutIer cars

----:-----~

unit is th e sa me as the
'Frogeye' Sprit e. New shoc k
ab sorbers a re ava ila ble
cheaply.

Synchromesh can be weak
on early gearbo xes, and half­
shafts may also be worn .

As with all BMC cars of
the time, the MO need s reg­
ular a nd careful greasing.
There ar e six gr ease nipples
on th e s tub axl e ass em b ly
alone , which , acc ording 10
the manufac turer 's sch edul e,
ne ed ·t reatment eve ry 3000
miles .

Pelrollanh
coa corrode

ITS a much happ ier sto ry on
the mechanical front , thanks
to the cars containing almost
identical mechanics to their
more popular brethren .

The ubiquitous BMC A­
series engine is a byword for
sturdiness, and replacements
are available off the shel f.

Ch eck the condition o f
kingpins, though comple te
replacement s t ub . axl e
assemblies can be bought to
solve a ny problem s - th e

MECHANICALS
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