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Cooling system

The A40 suspension's limiting facto r is th e lever a rm
dampers all round Frontli ne does a kit wh ic;hrep/.lces these
at th e fro nt wllh newand much more rigid upper links.and
includes K'iescopic dampe1'S, priced at £394 ,lf tnal's too
stee p. it's e<l~y enough 10 make some brackels to weld to the
wishbone <Inc!bolt throug h the Inner wing s (with so me
.added stiffening plales) to t<lke te lescopic shoc ks.Those
inleocled for conv ...rting a Midget or Minor should bE' ideal
and ea sily so urced. You'll~ to U1E!the sa me Irick at the
rea',a s it hel ps overc ome the ca r'" t~c!e'ncy for axle t ram p.
To futh ef "id th is.you C<lnbuy an ..ntH ramp bar kit fOf
Midgets for H 20, th ough you lNy h.lve to lengthen the ba r
it5e1fto use it on th" A40.A simple welding Job.

youfit uprated bfake ~ningi. Howevet, if youuprate the front
brakes,.the reerones need /I bitofhelp10 restorebal.mc:e.You
can achieYethis by seeking out iI set of re-ar brakes from <II

Riley 1.5 tha t are bigger and bolt on to tbe A40 a:de~ though
you rn.lJlhave to play around with the handbrake linkage.

If you feel the car needs it. fining <Ininline brake servo is a
simple task that will
reduce pedal pressures,
Moss sells a suitilble un it
for und er [ 1SO.Aoother

popul..rr Irick with these
«Irs is to ft the d ua l­
CifCuitbrak(>master
cylioder from a pest ­
1979 Mini , connecueq
the lower outlet to the
front brak.es., the upper
one to the rears.

Wheels and tyres
ASlong as the otkEi Is light, you can sq ueeze u p to S,Sxl3in rims
under the arches without fouling . 175n o or 18 S160 is about right lOI'
tyres. For a cheap optioo. Midget Restyles <Ill'popular and can

uwany be picked up meaply' as long as you
don" mind rt>Pilinting-lhem.They're

4,Sx13 and workwell with 165s.

THANKSonce again 10 the Midget connect ion , there's
qu i t~ d 101you can do to imp rove the A40'S standJrd
su ~penslon ~et-up.The cho ice of front sp rings on offer is
q uite bewildering, but I'd go fOl 1-I .Sin shOlter ones with
11 4000. 500lb ra le,lo greatly improv e handl ing wit houl
des tro yin g the ride qua lity, Aboul £50 wlll buy you a pa ir.
You can m3 tch thi s at the fe<lrwith a £35lowel ing block
kit, a nd I'd also go for polyurethane spring bu she s.Yo u ca n
get poly bu shed for the fro nt, too :one s for the to p
trun nion s being m05 t worthwhile at unde r £1S <Iset from
FlonlHne. Peler May also offe rs a negalive ( a m ber lOp
tru nnio n kit fo, £93, which is well wo rth th e co S! if you
wan t to t3ke things a bil more seriously .

Suspension

FORany A-series engine th" sla nd a rd
riHfiator will be able to co pe as long as it

is in reason<lbte con d it ion , b ut I'd definlt"ly
c huc k away the old e ll9 lne -d rive n fa n b lad e s and fit a

thermostatically controlled electric fa n inste ad.
With anyth ing other than a mildly tuned A·series (a nd thiS applies

to any ( <If you fil one to ) yo", 5hould also consider fitt Ing a n oil --eooler.It
doesn'l need to be b ig - a simple l().row one (wh ich costs around (40) will do
th e job. bUI 'lour engine will t~.ank you for it.

Brakes
A4{)s carne wi th d rum bfak~ all found, oot you can handily
swap the front ones for Mid<)et discsby using the MG's
complete upright /100hub unu.Thiswill be fine for most
read u~,e5peclillly In cooJun<lion with a ser of uprat ed
pads (GreerlSluff 0< MinlelQ.H~. if used in anger, the
rather sma ll8.25ln diameter discs can be prone to fade,
exacerbated by the A4l)'sweighing over 200lb fTlOfethan a
Midg et . Ifyou encounter Ihis probl"f!\ plE'nly o f MG
~ial i~ ts like peter May a nd Frontline Sprklget sell opeared
bra ke kits using thicker 9in discs and large r ceapers which
will mo re tha n c ure Ihe problem. Expecl to pay £375·£400
fOIa complete kit. Early Mltl A40sused smaller diameter
kingpins. b ut it is easy to swap these for the late r version
that iscompat ible with the Midge l up rights.

Similarty,Mk1A40s had roc!-oper aled rear brakes (from the
A35j whilE'lhe l."llel ones wereall-hydraulic.1fyou bevean
eartyca r,swap to the mo re effic:leont later system .5tand3rd IlW

br<lkeswillbe fine with the Midge'!d iscsat front,as long as

t fAustin's little family saloon has quite a rallying
~. ,..

Ifyou do add al'ly
more E'lectricalgea r,lt's
worth changing 10 an
altemator.ThIs is prett)'

simple Ifyou use the
alter na tor and bracketry
from a LaterA-series-
engined car - JUthas Foran atsem.wr, r<lld the KnP'fll'd for Iatar
a Mlnl, Mel ro etc. A-wriftengIMdca" such ant",Matro.

An
e a rly
pur chase should be a
pail of compelition halfshafls ­
Peter May sells them for £147 e ach ,lf
tha t 's a bitlich for you , th" re's a period o pti On
tMtll!quires fI'IOfE' skill bu t a lot less money,

If you can find a Mk 1 Cortina axle , they',e thl!!righ t width,but
you net'd to grind off the old and weld on new spr ing mounts,
change the rear prop flange, ada p t the hand brak e me< hanlsm
<lnd live with diffe rent whee l stud pattems front and rear,You
won't brea k it , though!

temperamental motO(whiCh
still ge1Sgood m pg. Tofinish
off,you can use a three-into­
onetubulli r IT1<1nifold lOI'a
Midget, though you'll find
the doYmpipe is too long.
Shonen this and conslruct
the rest of the system around
an MGBrear sill"OCef and

you1lhavegood flow =~:::-~~:::t~~
without it belng too noisy.

Anotherideaworthcons~ing is the x-seoes engine - a 1400
wouldcIo.ll~ a populdr swap with MidqeI CM"nefS now,to the
extent that there are several kits0Il1~ maoerfor doing it mating
the engine 10 a Siwa five-speeder,parts of which will no doubt also
workwith the A40.So It11fit and 00 fast and reli&ble, but you may
have to do a bit of piooeet1ng work 00 this OOI!.lfyou havea go, or
Indeed h.1vealready done th is ConveNon,
do wrile a nd tell us how...""'''''-

THEstM d oilrd w a'boJr IIIb.!'ely up to mild tun ing o f th l!!
orIginal engine, so yo u'll ne ed something ceuer with
an y new engine. A 1275 Midget 'box Is th e easy option
f,o m oilfittil\Q poln l of ¥iew , ollthOl.lgh if yo u're fitting it
to a Marina or Itallump you 'lI also need th e Midget's
engine b.Jckplate, flywheel and clutc h.The Marina 'bo x
can be mad" to Ilt , but being I<lrger will rl!quln,: wOlk o n
th e tunne l,and f"br ic,ation o f a mounting Cfos smembE' r.Out
of tmerest, perhaps, you can fil a Dolomite OVf.'rdrlve'box to
the Marina bell housing. g iving an eas y--eru ising six·s pe ed e r.

A better, though of co u rse more expensive optlon, ls the five­
speed Type 9 'bo x from II Ford Sie rra. Several specidlists like
Frontlin" mar ket a convefSion fo r this as It is popular for
Midgets,but al so fits the A40.Expecl the COSI to be around
£620 fo r a kit that pn:r.ides everyth ing Including a new
plopshdft, bE-lthou slng , dutch and spee d o ca ble - you jus l hav e
to so urce the ge a rbox ilself.Fooling laz y? An all·ln kit with
recOfKlilioned gea rbox is £11 , 2.48.

Any eXITa powerisgoing to put term inal amounts of stl3in on
thE'l'Ialfshafts.Ap.ln from being a coupleoflnche~ na~it's the
same axleas used in Mlnors.and most know that Ihey snap like
twigs (in fact I'm using the broken S1ubofooe as a pilperwelghtl),

Electrics
YOUdon't get mu ch sta nd ard kit o n the da shboard of an A4O,
m to keep proper tabs OIl what's goil\Q o n u nd er the bonnet,
I'd at 1e<1 ~t wan t to fit a water temperatu re and oil pressure
gauge, Any number of specialist s carry these w ith the cor rec t
senders for A·se rie s en gi nes.

Qui te a few people also lit th e 1WO-speed wiper motor from
an Allegro - YOUImgi na l i~ probably past ils b est by n ow
anyway - lind make lif. sim p le r bygelting the column switch
Irom Ih e same soufce to operate it with.

Transmission

DONi do <1nything in her e un ti l you have attended to the
brakes and su spe nsion to some extent, but once you've sorted
out these Importan t safety issues. there Is an awful lot o f scope
for pl<lying under the bonnet.

You may wish to mer('/y tune up the sland ard 948 or 1098Cc
engine, in which case Ican do no better than 10 refer you to D.wI!
Vizard's absolule bibleontbe maner. TuningdieA·seriesEngine.II's
still in print and you can pic k up a copy for under £15 from discount
booksellers, ..nd then ~joy unlold hoofS of Inspiration from it.

In factthat IH!t'Y same boo!<could slillcome in h.1odyif you lake
the next ste p up engine-wise and fit a 1275cc A-serit"s eng ine.The
easiest way to do this is10 use the complete e ngine <lnd'box from a
MkIget as it isvirtually a bo/I-onswap - all the pam bE'ing dosefy

lelated. Ho-.wYer, finding a
Midget engi ne and 'box

J i~n't as ed sy as it usedto
• be as so many havebeen

snapped up by Austin and
_ MorrismodiflE'f'Sand

Midgetsdon'tgel
scrapped so often now,

So the O(>xt best opl lon
Isto ~l the 1275 eng ine

from a Marinallta l,eittler toadapt to <1 Midget Q@arboxar to use
coe of the other options explained in the rran!>mis$ionsection.
Tuning opt ions for this e<"lgine are l?Wi1g reilter.You can haveit
bored out to 1340CCwithout iIfl)' e xpe nsive compl kalions.Forcos!
and simpl ic;iryrd stidcwith a single-cArb se l-uP.lhe best op tion
being the 1.7Sin SU froman MG Metro which comes with II
wa ter-heated man ifok1A.dd a 270 0( 275 camshaft and have
the head reworked 10 Stage 2 and you'll havea livelyand un-

Contacts
Specialists
• Pelff May Engllleering.lye.WMkll,

01384422424,
www.pelerma).ff.C.l.~k

.Frontiirw~8<ltIl.O I 12 5 8527n,

www.rrqc.ars.org.ulv'fronrJjne

• Moss. Moddlelell,020 88672020.
WWW.n'll)S.S"'l'urope .co.uk

A40 s may be re la ti vely rar e no w,
a n d no t su p po rt ed by iI ma ss ive
band of spedall'lt t llke the ir mOl e
p opular BMC b reth re n , but
g etting a ll t he bi b to modify one
is 11whole lot easier th a n you
m ight Imag ine , BlKlllu se so mu ch
Aust In p a rts -b in -ra iding _ n t o n
to bu ild Ih e MG Mid g et. all th ei r
suspension pam - a nd t he ma ny
u pr a ted b it s fo r the m no w o n
offer - w ill abo fi t th e A40,
Engi n e s a nd g e a rbolles we re
s ha rotd w it h t he ub i'lu itou li
Mo rrlli Minor , a nd t hil nkli to t he
Mini's po p ula rity , t he re's m or e
Info rm at io n an d pans abou t for
tu ning th e A-series engin e th a n
a ny one ,," n mak e se n se of.

And II i);1 01 moditylnq ~II)I wits ee
M O."fte r all,they h,we a ~I(lng hlSCory
In rallylngand hinorICInOloo.port. Bul
~ ..11oO m..ke.......,good mildly IUntd
road Un. belng easy and fun to dI Ne
whilst rt"fT\olinln.g ;mml'n~ practical

If you lI'e at all wor!iedabout
~sin!l wflh a cal of wnk h Ih~'e are
too few good lurvivon, fe<1froof.
V'rtuallyall of ttl<!modim.ations tm
goi"'9 to ta lk .bout ..r. botf-on Chan!le~

Ih<llcould ... slly be .ev...f5eOIIfsam ...
time In lilt' fUIUr., should the next
owner,oryou.seIf,wllnt to refurn it to
standard .l·m w,lhng to bel,howeve"
thaf one...you'¥.,~ you r A40In
Improvedfurm,you'llrootbeworryl"9
..bout going back.. .
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